
Die Wissenschaftliche Prüfung für das Lehramt an Gymnasien / GMR in Bayern 

The Oral Examination in Sprechfertigkeit / Landeskunde 

A-Note: Sprechfertigkeit / B-Note: Kulturwissenschaftlicher Inhalt 

 

1. Aim of the exam 

To talk in English on cultural/societal/political aspects of an English-speaking country for 30 

minutes in total. 

 

2. What to do in advance 

a. Choose a country 

Students must choose three topics (one main topic and two minor topics) for their oral 

exam on one or more of the following countries: 

• the USA 

• Canada  

• Britain and/or Ireland  

• Australia 

Students must talk about their main topic for 20 minutes, and one or both of the minor ones 

for the remaining ten minutes of the exam. Students may choose to base their two minor 

topics on the same country as the main topic or on a different English-speaking country.  

 

b. Request an examiner 

The examiner the students are assigned for their exam determines which country they will 

discuss. Here is the list of examiners they can request: 

• Martyn Ford: Britain and/or Ireland, Canada, or the USA 

• Uwe Hausmann: the USA or Canada 

• Jansen Harris: the USA or Canada 

• Jeff McClure: the USA 

• Jonathan Woolley: Britain and/or Ireland 

• Cat Benesch: Britain and/or Ireland 

• Sean Morgan: Australia 

Students should request an examiner by filling out the appropriate form and submitting it to 

Frau Kernahan (5/U/10). The form can be found on the English Department’s website 
(Studium > Lehramt > Informationen zum Staatsexamen > Anmeldeformular). 

 

 

 



c. Contact the examiner 

Students should contact their examiner well in advance of their exam. The examiner will 

then: 

• explain the exam in more detail 

• explain how students should prepare 

• answer any questions students have 

 

d. Prepare the topics 

When students are preparing their topics, they should think about their opinion on certain 

issues relating to the topics they have chosen, plus, if applicable, their significance, effects, 

advantages, disadvantages, the reasons for them, any possible solutions to problems, etc., 

so that they do not only provide facts but also analyse the topics. 

 

e. Compile an outline 

Students should send a (detailed) outline of the topics they have chosen with bullet points 

indicating what issues they have prepared and would therefore like to discuss during the 

exam to their examiner via email two weeks before their exam at the latest. 

 

3. The second examiner 

The second examiner is a schoolteacher from the same school type that students aim to 

teach at after qualifying, who must ask at least one question. 

 

 


